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Yugoslav Ham is
New Envoy

WELL-KNOWN contester and
DXpeditioner Radivoje �Rasa�
Lazarevic, YU1RL, has been
named as Yugoslav ambassador
to Brazil. The 39-year-old has
operated many times from Brazil
and Fernando de Noronha. He is
a founding member, and vice-
president, of New Democracy, a
pro-European party in Yugosla-
via. [The ARRL Letter]

Coast Wireless Station Centenary
THE CENTENARY of the first Coast Wireless Stations will be
celebrated on 30 June. It was in 1901 that 10 sites around the coast of
the UK and Ireland were set up as wireless stations by the Marconi
Wireless Telegraph Co Ltd. The 10 wireless station sites will be
activated during the day on 30 June on 80m and 40m. One such station
will be GB100HD, operated by
members of the Dragon Amateur
Radio Club on Anglesey from the
site of the Holyhead coast wire-
less station. The 10 stations will
QSL only on request but a special
certificate will be available as a
permanent record of this unique
centenary event. It will be avail-
able for those who submit at least
four QSLs (SWLs certified log
extract) and a minimum �4 dona-
tion to the RNLI. Further details
on the event and the certificate
can be obtained from Martin
Snow, GW3PRL (QTHR), tel:
01248 430 848.

Holyhead Coast Wireless station in
1901, showing the house where the
station was located and 150ft mast in
adjacent grounds.

P
hoto: C

ourtesy of archives of M
arconi plc.

VHF Award News for April 2001
APRIL PRODUCED the grand total of two claims, both for
50MHz. The first was from regular claimant John Ridd, G8BQX
(TN), who updates his Squares award to 450 and his countries to
110. The other successful claim was from Roy White, G6XCY
(CM), who gains a certificate and sticker for 10 countries (2-way).

Congratulations to both recipients.
Details of all VHF / UHF Awards can be found in the current

RSGB Yearbook and are available via the RSGB web site at
www.rsgb.org/awards Information may also be obtained on re-
ceipt of an A4 SASE from the Awards Manager, Tony Jarvis,
G6TTL (QTHR).

Summary of Award Recipients for April

50MHz: 450 Squares: G8BQX.

10 Countries (2-way): G6XCY. 110c: G8BQX.

Brits Taking Over in Oz?
THE WIRELESS Institute of Australia held its Federal Conference and
AGM on 28 April. Ernest Hocking, VK1LK (ex-G4LNK), was
installed as President. Ernest succeeds Peter Naish, VK2BPN (ex-
G3EIX), who has been in the chair for the past three years and has now

taken over as President of IARU
Region 3. The Executive Direc-
tors of the Federal WIA are David
A Pilley, VK2AYD (ex-G3HLW),
Don Wilschefski, VK4BY, and
Brenda Edmonds, VK3KT.

Each of the six States (VK2 - 7)
and two Territories (VK1 and VK8)
in Australia has its own WIA Presi-
dent and Directors, together with
a Divisional Councillor who acts
as the liaison between Division
and Federal. At the AGM each
Councillor has one vote, giving
all Divisions an equal voice.

Ernest Hocking, VK1LK, the new
President of the WIA.

Wandering Lead
AN ERROR crept into Fig 2 of
the �Door Loop Receiving An-
tenna� on p24 of the May
RadCom. The lower end of R4
should be connected to the drain
of TR2 and not as shown. The
component layout of Fig 3 is
correct, however.

THE NEXT World Radiosport Team Champion-
ship (WRTC) - sometimes described as �the Olym-
pics of Amateur Radio� - will take place in Finland
between 9 and 16 July 2002.

WRTC is a competition among two-person teams of some of the
top amateur radio contest operators in the world. By bringing these
competitors together in one geographic area and providing equal
operating conditions, the variables normally associated with radio
contesting are minimised, and the individual team�s operating skills
are emphasised.

WRTC 2002 will coincide with the popular Finnish amateur radio
�summer camp�, and visitors are invited, whether or not they will be
participating in the WRTC competition. WRTC 2002 will be organ-
ised jointly by the Finnish Amateur Radio League (SRAL) and
Contest Club of Finland (CCF). Nokia (which employs more than 10%
of the amateur population of Finland) and the other main sponsors will
be contributing 50% of the US$400,000 budget.

For further details please take a look at the WRTC 2002 web site at
www.wrtc2002.org/

Aurora on
23cm?

WHAT LOOKS LIKELY to
be confirmed as the world�s
first auroral contact in the
23cm band took place on 11
April. Carl Mohlin,
SM3AKW, had the contact
with SM5QA at 1650UTC and
exchanged �33A� reports. Carl
comments that the signal
sounded like auroral signals
on the lower bands. Both sta-
tions transmitted on
1296.200MHz, but a plus-
5kHz Doppler shift each way
meant signals were received
on 1296.205MHz. Both sta-
tions were running 500 watts
to high-gain antennas.

Air Ambulances in Action
THE ESSEX Air Ambulance Support Group will be operating
special event station GB0EAA over the weekend of 16 / 17 June.
It costs �60,000 a month to run the Essex Air Ambulance and the
station hopes to raise some funds for this very worthwhile cause.
GB0EAA will be located at Boreham Airfield, Boreham, near
Chelmsford and will operate on all HF bands plus 6m, 2m and
70cm on SSB and FM. Further details from Brian Jopson,
G0UKP, tel: 01702 346826 or Brian Hall, G7MHK, tel: 01621
782825; e-mail g7mhk@m1cro.crg.uk

●   ICOM (UK) Ltd of Herne Bay, Kent, recently donated an aviation
radio transceiver to the Kent Air Ambulance Trust. The radio will be
used to relay important information such as patient details, general
and technical advice and flight details from the helicopter to ground
control.

The Essex (left) and Kent air ambulances.

WRTC 2002 in Finland
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G3BNL Microwave
Trophy Presented to

Wessex Group

Pioneering Work on 76GHz Band Recognised

ONLY £7.49 + p&p

25%
OFF

25%
OFF

ONLY £7.49 + p&p

THE G3BNL Microwave
Trophy was awarded to
amateur microwavers

G3PYB, G3FYX, G8BKE and
G8ACE, known as the �Wessex
Group�, during the annual Mi-
crowave Round Table meeting
held at the Rutherford Appleton
Laboratory on 8 April this year.

The Trophy, in memory of
amateur microwave pioneer Les
Sharrock, G3BNL, was awarded
to the four amateurs for their re-
cent work, as a group, on 76GHz.

Their work involved construct-
ing equipment from scratch, de-
signing highly stable oscillators
for SSB / CW use and investigat-
ing propagation on this high mi-
crowave frequency, culminating
in a new UK distance record for
the 76GHz band, at 52km, on
28 January this year.

More information is available
on the website of Peter Day,
G3PHO, (Editor of the RSGB
Microwave Newsletter) at
www.g3pho.free-online.co.uk/
microwaves/ral2001.html

Left to right: Members of the ‘Wessex Group’ Roy Emery, G3FYX; Chris
Towns, G8BKE and Peter Blakeborough, G3PYB, receive the G3BNL Trophy
from RSGB Microwave Chairman Julian Gannaway, G3YGF (far right). The
fourth member of the group, John Hazell, G8ACE, was unable to be present.

Space Tourist
is New Ham

THE AMERICAN multi-
millionaire Dennis Tito, who
reportedly paid $20 million to
become the first space tourist,
is now licensed as KG6FZX.
He took and passed the Ameri-
can Technician exam in April
after a volunteer examination
session was set up for him in
Russia, where he was under-
going training to go into space.
NASA sources have said that
Dennis Tito will have access to
the ARISS amateur radio equip-
ment on board the International
Space Station on a �non-inter-
ference basis� - meaning that
he must not interfere with the
crew�s work or sleep sched-
ules.

MaxPak
Web Site

THE MAXPAK (Midlands
AX25 Packet Group) web site
has been relocated to Freeserve,
to overcome rising charges from
the previous ISP. Freeserve
does not allow password ac-
cess to pages, therefore MaxPak
has renamed the Members page
to �Downloads�, and a pass-
word is no longer required. All
the usual facilities will continue
for software downloads and
nothing else should change in
the foreseeable future. The two
MaxPak domain names,
www.maxpak.org and
www.maxpak.org.uk will ac-
cess the web site irrespective of
which ISP is providing the serv-
ice.

Successful QSO
via Oscar 40

THE FIRST two-way con-
tacts  have taken place
through AMSAT Oscar 40.
John Crabbe, G3WFM, was
possibly one of the first UK
amateurs to make a two-way
QSO through AO-40 when
he had a contact with W3PM
at 0815UTC on Saturday 5
May. The satellite�s trans-
ponders were switched on ex-
perimentally and John made
the contact on mode �U/S�:
70cm uplink and 13cm down.

DXpedition
Video

A PROFESSIONALLY prepared
video of the East Timor
DXpedition by K7BV and N6FF
was introduced to DXers at the
International DX Convention in
Visalia, California, in April. The
32-minute video is titled:
4W/K7BV 4W/N6FF Timor
Lorosae DXpedition - Memories
Beyond the Pileups. It is avail-
able in VHS tape format (NTSC
for USA) or on a CD for $15US
+ $5 handling (enquire about PAL
standard VHS video). Details
from Dennis Motschenbacher,
K7BV, 4357 Appollonio Way,
Washoe Valley, NV 89704, USA,
e-mail: k7bv@aol.com

10 News 0601.p65 08/05/2001, 14:4411





13♦

ONLY £9.79 + p&p
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Windermere Special Event Station
The Windermere Steamboat Museum Amateur Radio Society (WSM-
ARS) is organising a special event over the weekend of 9 / 10 June to
celebrate the museum�s early connections with mobile radio. In 1904
the steam launch Bat was steamed around the north end of the lake
under radio control from the shore, the only person aboard being the
�stoker�. Very little is now known about this set of trials but Bat
remains preserved in the museum, although today she shows no signs
of huge battery installations, nor the erection of the 1904 equivalent
of a Tennamast! The mobile radio theme of the event will be displayed
on the Sunday by exhibits from the Cumbria Constabulary, including
their waterborne element, the RAF Leeming and Ambleside Mountain
Rescue teams, a detachment and command post of the Territorial
Army and the National Park Ranger service. The Model Steamboat
Club will be steaming around the boating pool and Bat will be on the
lake and probably equipped with an amateur radio station.

The WSM-ARS will be activating its permanent special callsign
GB2WSM throughout the weekend and especially looking for world-
wide contacts with stations with �WSM�, �BAT�, and �WSC� (Winder-
mere Steamboat Centre) in the callsign. The club plans to have PMR-

446 equipment
available to enable
visitors to have
�hands-on� experi-
ence of mobile ra-
dio in a modern con-
text. Further details
from Roy Walker,
G0TAK, e-mail:
g0tak@thersgb.net

�I Just Sawed the Front off
a Yaesu FT-8100 . . .�

WACRAL MEMBERS were recently received a presentation by
member Dr David Palmer, G4PFX, on the development of his
remarkable satellite e-mail system. Designed and manufactured as an
affordable, self-contained unit for use in remote areas of the develop-
ing world by unskilled relief and mission workers, David has already
installed systems in the Sahara, Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Uganda
and Ghana at an average cost of around �2000 - a small fraction of the
amount of conventional commercial systems.

Working under the name �PGS Christian Communications�, David�s
equipment is built into a standard waterproof NATO container and
weighs only 6kg. The self-contained unit has a built-in 4.5Ah battery
and solar charger. Plug in the accompanying antenna and Psion
Palmtop PC, and the worker is able to type up his reports and
correspondence to his regional or overseas head office, ready for
unattended �collection� by a satellite when it sweeps overhead.

�I just sawed the front off a stand-
ard Yaesu FT-8100�, explained
David, �stuck it in a box with a
KPC9612 TNC, a �home-brewed�
interface, a battery and, with a bit of
programming for the Psion, got it
on the air.� This understatement
extends to the clever portable an-
tenna with dedicated circuitry built
into �a bit of plastic drainpipe�.

More information on this inno-
vative system is available direct
from Dr David Palmer, G4PFX, tel:
01737 772391. Details about
WACRAL activities can be ob-
tained from Derek Chilvers,
G3XNX, tel: 01803 854504.

G3PLX
Honoured

CONGRATULATIONS to Peter
Martinez, G3PLX, who has been
chosen to receive the Dayton
Hamvention Technical Excel-
lence Award for 2001. Peter, ac-
tive on RTTY since the 1960s, is
recognised as the father of PSK31,
an increasingly popular mode of
digital communication. PSK31�s
elegant and effective design has
helped to revitalise interest in HF
digital modes. The award is to be
formally presented at the Dayton
Hamvention banquet on 19 May.

G3XBE is No
Pirate!

WE ARE ASSURED that the
above callsign is currently and
validly held by Mr H Walton
of 9 Melbourne Court, Not-
tingham NG8 5DE and was
omitted from the current
RSGB Yearbook by reason only
of an administrative error.

Logo Design
Competition

AMSAT-UK has announced a
competition to design a new logo
for Oscar 40 to supersede the
existing Phase 3-D logo. The com-
petition is open to allcomers and
requires the design of a badge
that can be employed as a visual
tag for Oscar 40 in print and on
web sites, ties, patches etc. En-
tries should be submitted by elec-
tronic means in GIF or JPEG for-
mat to g3vzv@amsat.org The
closing date of the competition is
15 July and the winner will be
announced at the AMSAT-UK
Colloquium on 29 July. The win-
ner will be selected by a panel
comprising all attendees at the
AMSAT-UK Colloquium, with
the senior AMSAT officer present
having overall right of accept-
ance. The prize for the winner is
one year�s free membership of
AMSAT-UK - plus the accolades
of fellow amateurs around the
world! There is also a prize for
the P3D fund (or its successor) of
an anonymous donation of �250
sent via AMSAT-UK.

David Palmer, G4PFX, with his
low-cost satellite e-mail system.
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(PROP JIM FISH G4MH)
Over 2500 different types stocked, Ham Radio, Military, Audio.
6146B �19.98, 6JS6C �30.55, 6LQ6 USA Types �29.38, 6JB6A  �29.38,

6KD6 �27.50, 12BY7A  �9.98, 6HF5 �23.50,
572B/T160L  �37.60, 3-500ZG �185.67, 811A �19.39.

6146W G.E (MilSpec) £17.63 ea .

Matched pairs available * VAT included
Plus �2.35 pp & ins * Most major credit cards, Many more available.

28 Banks Avenue, Golcar, Huddersfield, West Yorkshire HD7 4LZ.
Tel: 01484 654650     Fax: 01484 655699    (send SAE for list)

Email: wilsonvalves@surflink.co.uk
For Pre & Post war domestic valve sales ring

Roger Walker on 01484 650725 Mobile: 07733 283084
OPENING TIMES: Mon-Fri 9am to 6pm, Sat 9am to 12.30pm

E-mail: sales@thepostcardcompany.com
Web: http://www.thepostcardcompany.com

QSL CARDS
Full Colour Laminated

Graham & Sons (Printers) Ltd.
Dept. RC, 51 Gortin Road • Omagh • BT79 7HZ

Tel. (028) 8224 9222 • Fax. (028) 8224 9886

Ten Tec T Kits
QRP Tcvr 3W monoband CW
Transceiver. Superhet RX 80,
40 or 20m                    £94.95
50MHz Transverter, 8W o/p
14 or 144MHz IF          £94.95
144MHz Transverter 8W o/p
28-30MHz IF             £134.95

we stock other Ten Tec kits too!

MFJ “Cub” ™
QRP Tcvr 2W monoband CW
truly miniature trans-ceiver.
80,40 or 20m               £84.95
Bencher Keys
BY1/ST1 Paddles      £79.95
BY2/ST2 Paddles      £94.95
Kent Keys
Pump kit                    £48.50
Twin paddle kit         £62.50
Single paddle kit       £53.50
EK4 Keyer                  £47.50
EK4M + memories     £73.50
Samson Keyers
ETM9COG X3         £109.95
ETM9C X3              £139.95
ETM SQ paddle         £39.95
Swedish Pump key   £89.95
Schurr “Profi” the ultimate
twin lever paddle      £129.95

All prices include VAT.
Carriage is charged extra. VISA/
Mastercard payments are wel-
come. Check our website for full
product range and detailed infor-
mation - sorry, no printed cata-
logue/data available.

www.G3TUX.com
PO Box 88 Haslemere GU27 2RF

01428 661501

Howes Kits
DC2000 Monoband SSB +
CW Receiver                £24.95
DXR20 80/40/20 + aux.
Band SSB/CW RX      £43.95
TX2000 Monoband 5W CW
Transmitter                 £26.95
AT160 160/80m DSB/AM /
CW 10W  TX                £44.95
LM2000 Links TX2000 or
AT160  with RX kit to form a
transceiver                  £17.95
MA4 Mic. amp               £7.50
SWB30 Dummy load/ SWR /
Power indicator           £14.95
ST2 Sidetone generator/
morse practice osc.     £11.95
AA2 HF Active aerial kit,
150kHz – 30MHz           £9.95
AA4 VHF Active aerial kit, 25
– 1300MHz                  £20.95
AB118 Air Band active aerial
118-137MHz                £19.95
SPA4 4-1300 MHz RX pre-
amp                             £17.50
CTU8 Receiving ATU,
500kHz-30MHz           £33.95
RA30 Receiver attenuator, 0,
15, 30 dB steps              £4.95
ASL5 Dual bandwidth AF
filter                             £17.95
CSL4 As ASL5, but no AF
amp.                            £12.95
XM1 Crystal cal.         £17.95
DFD4 Frequency counter /
digital display              £56.75
PMB4 DFD4 matrix board to
allow IF offset              £10.95

G3TUX for Kits - Keys - QRP

The Chinnock
DC RX for 20 and 80m

Polyvaricon VFO, twin RF filters
Audio filter for CW, LS output

Small upright format
1.5W CW TX for 20 and 80m

TR switching, LPFs, sidetone
RX £39, with TX £59

Send SSAE for details to:-

WALFORD ELECTRONICS
Upton Bridge Farm, Long Sutton, Langport, Somerset TA10 9NJ

www.users.globalnet.co.uk/~walfor
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Newcomers’ News
News and Comment from and for Amateur Radio's Newcomers. Compiled by Steve Hartley, G0FUW  *

* 5 Sydenham Buildings, Lower Bristol Road,
Bath BA23BS; e-mail:
n e w c o m e r s . r a d c o m @ r s g b . o r g . u k

WHAT A mail bag this
month! Up until now
it has been construc-

tion items that have resulted in
extra work for my postman and
the e-mail server but the response
to my question about the Q-code
�QSLL� has been phenomenal.

As I write this column re-
sponses are still coming in, the
latest from Pete, N5KD, who is
also licensed as G4DVP but is
now living in Dallas, Texas, and
Mike, EI2CL, in Dublin. Many
thanks to all who responded, but
what did you say?

QSLL MEANS . . .
WHEN BRIAN DAVIS,
2E0BGD, asked me if I knew
what QSLL meant, I thought I
might be able to find one kind
soul to provide an answer through
this column. Not so, a whole host
of helpers were only too pleased
to provide the answer. I was a bit
taken aback by one or two letters
that took me to task for not know-
ing! What a pity we do not all
know everything.

The general consensus is that
QSLL means �I will send you a
QSL card when I receive yours�.
One or two responses said that
the abbreviation is also being
used, incorrectly, in a slightly
different way to mean �I will
QSL for sure�. Denzil Roden,
G3KXF, says that a number of
Morse code (CW) abbreviations
vanished from the RSGB operat-
ing manuals and that more accu-
rate and thorough explanations
might be found in pre-1960s
books. Any librarians out there?

Alan Williams, G3KSU, points
out that if we all sent QSLL no-
one would ever receive a QSL
card and even if one side of the
contact starts the process the re-
turn card could be a long time
coming via the bureau system.

The most comprehensive re-
sponse came from Mike Whitaker,
G3IGW. He starts off by pointing
out that after 50 years with his
own callsign and an interest in
radio going back to short trousers
he still doesn�t know all the an-
swers! �We are all on a learning
curve and we Old Timers have to
be tolerant of errors made by
�Newcomers� and should always
be prepared to correct politely
and encourage, encourage, en-
courage�. I can�t argue with that!
Mike goes on to remind us that
�the Q-code was originally a pro-
fessional code and radio ama-
teurs adopted and adapted parts
of it for use in the hobby. It
evolved slowly�. Mike is not too
fussed about QSL cards so he
often sends �QSLL� when asked
if he will send a card. He says this
means �yes, old man, you will get
a card, but only on receipt of one
from you. Both stations know
where they stand and it prevents
the bureau being bogged down
with unwanted cards�.

I have passed on the answer to
Brian, 2E0BGD, and I hope oth-
ers have learned something from
this, I know I certainly have.
Thanks again to all those who
wrote, or e-mailed, including Bob,
2E0ATZ; Des, G3LCS; Colin,
MU0FAL; Godfrey, G4GLM;
Terry, G0TBD; Allan, G3RDC;
Les G8PP / VO2PP / VK3GFO;
Tony G4UZN, and Phil, G3SWH.

DIY COLLECTION
BEFORE I STARTED writing this
column I often exchanged corre-
spondence with Esde Tyler,
G0AEC, my predecessor. Follow-
ing the demise of DIY Radio maga-
zine in 1997 I wrote to Esde and
suggested that the many excel-
lent articles from the magazine
should be brought together in a
book. I am not sure if that letter
was the catalyst, but it has now
happened. The latest addition to

my radio bookshelf is the Radio
and Electronics Cookbook pub-
lished by the RSGB and Newnes
and edited by none other than
RadCom Technical Editor
George Brown, M5ACN.

The book contains no fewer
than 88 articles from DIY Radio,
most of them construction
projects. There are receivers,
transmitters, aerials, tuning units,
pieces of test equipment and one
or two �novelty� projects. I
showed my copy to the Design
and Technology teacher at the
local school where we run our
Novice and Radio Amateurs�
Exam classes and I had a job to
get it back! He now has a copy of
his own.

One of the projects, the �Colt�
receiver, is currently coming to-
gether on my bench but the origi-
nal kit is no longer available.
John Fletcher, G4EDX, who now
runs Kanga Products, says that
he does not stock the printed
circuit boards but could resurrect
them if there were sufficient de-
mand. I will keep you posted.

John asked me to mention his
new �Add-on Amplifier� kit
which he says is ideal for new-

comers. A small LM386 audio
amplifier, mounted on the back
of a potentiometer (volume con-
trol) which can be used to boost
the audio from a crystal receiver,
Morse practice oscillator or even
to form a homebrew intercom.
Details can be found on the Kanga
web site [1] or by sending an
SASE to Kanga Products,
Sandford Works, Cobden Street,
Long Eaton, Nottingham NG10
1BL.

MORE NOVICE
RESULTS
ONCE AGAIN David Pratt has
published the examiners� report
from another successful Novice
Radio Amateurs� Exam. The
overall performance of the can-
didates was well above average,
with almost 88% of those taking
the exam gaining a pass. The
report says that the candidates
and their tutors are to be
commended. As always commis-
erations to those who did not
quite make it, you will have an-
other chance on 10 September.
Good luck to those sitting the
June exam any day now.

The examiners� reports are a
good revision tool as they point
out which questions have not been
answered well, giving a hint at
what might crop up in the future.
For example, if 60% of candi-
dates thought that an RF power
control would be found on a re-
ceiver, rather than on a CW trans-
mitter, you can bet that the exam-
iners will be trying that one again
soon!

Past reports for both RAE and
NRAE can be found on the web
[2] or can be obtained by sending
an SASE to RSGB Headquarters
and a note stating which report(s)
you would like.                                   ♦

WWW.WWW.WWW.WWW.WWW.
[1] Kanga Products: www.kanga.demon.co.uk
[2] RAE / NRAE past reports: www.kippax.demon.co.uk/c-and-g/

The Radio & Electronics Cookbook ,
available from RSGB Bookshop (see
‘DIY Collection’).
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*The Willows, Paice Lane, Medstead, Alton GU34 5PR.

The The The The The YYYYY AESU FT-8AESU FT-8AESU FT-8AESU FT-8AESU FT-81111177777
Peter HarPeter HarPeter HarPeter HarPeter Hart, G3SJX*, rt, G3SJX*, rt, G3SJX*, rt, G3SJX*, rt, G3SJX*, reviews Yeviews Yeviews Yeviews Yeviews Yaesu's latest mini maraesu's latest mini maraesu's latest mini maraesu's latest mini maraesu's latest mini marvelvelvelvelvel

YAESU RECENTLY launched the
FT-817 in the UK, a novel
and truly portable HF to

70cm transceiver covering all
modes. The radio has already
been available in the US for a
while and has attracted much
interest. Of obvious appeal to
the QRP enthusiast, this 5W radio
with its self-contained batteries is small
and light enough to carry anywhere.
Take it on holiday or a business trip and you
are in touch with the bands at all times. A
lightweight wire antenna takes up little extra
luggage space and, with the current excel-
lent state of the higher HF bands, 5W will
give plenty of contacts including DX with
relative ease given the right conditions. As
an added bonus the radio also includes all
the features of a 2m / 70cm portable and a
broadcast receiver. The FT-817 is, in many
respects, the portable companion to the
FT-100 mobile transceiver which was intro-
duced by Yaesu a couple of years ago.

BASIC FUNCTIONS
The FT-817 measures only 135 x 38 x
165mm and weighs a little over 1kg. It is
supplied with a shoulder carrying strap, hand
microphone (MH-31 as used on most Yaesu
radios) and a three-piece �rubber duck�-
style whip antenna for 6m / 2m / 70cm.
There are two antenna sockets, a BNC on
the front panel and an SO239 on the rear
and it is possible to select either front or rear
separately for the four band-groups,HF, 6m,
2m and 70cm. The rear panel socket is
used with the radio horizontal, for example
on a table top, and the front panel socket for
a whip antenna with the radio carried
vertically.

The radio can be powered using 9.6V to
13.8V either from an external DC supply or
from internal batteries. These batteries can
be either 8 AA size alkaline cells or the
Yaesu FNB-72 Ni-Cd rechargeable battery
pack which supplies 9.6V at 1000mAh ca-
pacity. Models supplied from UK dealers
include the rechargeable battery as stand-
ard, together with a mains wall charger.
Although the manual states that this charger
can only be used when the radio is switched
off, it is rated at 500mA which is just suffi-
cient to power the radio on receive as well as
charging the battery, although insufficient to
provide power on transmit. A higher power
external 13.8V supply (rated at 2.5A) will
allow the batteries to be charged also whilst

using the radio to the full. The charging time
can be set to 6, 8 or 10 hours and the
remaining time to full charge is displayed
when the radio is switched off. This is reset
if the charging current is interrupted for any
reason.

The receiver in the FT-817 tunes from
100kHz to 56MHz, 76 to 108MHz (wideband
FM mode only), 108 to 154MHz and 420 to
470MHz. The transmitter is enabled only
within the exact amateur allocations with
variants for different regions. Up / down
keys scroll through the various amateur
bands, general coverage and broadcast
bands, and another pair of up / down keys
scrolls through the modes - LSB, USB,
CW, CW-R, AM, FM, Digital and Packet.
Digital mode uses AFSK on SSB modes
and is intended for RTTY, PSK31, SSTV
etc. Packet mode uses FM and has settings
for both 1200 and 9600 baud operation.

There are four transmit power output
settings - 5W, 2.5W, 1W and 0.5W with
2.5W as the default setting on internal bat-
teries.

The radio is solidly constructed on a
diecast aluminium chassis with controls on
the front and top edge, a 55mm diameter
speaker in the top, microphone and
headphone sockets on the side, access to
the batteries underneath and sockets on
the rear for key, data terminals and PC

control. The radio is fully controllable from a
PC, but needs a special interface

cable available as an op-
tion which includes a
built-in RS-232 level

converter. Electrically,
the radio uses a double

conversion superhet re-
ceiver with IFs of

68.33MHz and 455kHz. The
transmitter PA and drivers and re-

ceiver front-end mixer are all wideband cov-
ering a remarkably wide frequency range
from 160m to 70cm.

PRINCIPAL FEATURES
THE FT-817 IS packed with features, indeed
virtually the full feature set as found on most
larger radios is provided. It is always a chal-
lenge with a small radio, and hence limited
panel area, to provide a simple and user-
friendly access to its many functions. Some
dedicated controls are essential, such as
tuning, band and mode change, volume etc,
but other functions are accessible through
context and menus. Three buttons below
the display select most of the functions of
the radio. A quick press of the �F� key dis-
plays the function associated with these
buttons and a small click-step rotary control
�Select� scrolls through 12 sets of button
allocations. In addition the menu system
allows some 57 parameters of the radio to
be set. This is accessed also with the �F� key
and the �Select� control with the rotary tuning
control to set the parameter.

Tuning makes use of a small rotary con-
trol in conjunction with the detented �Select�
control mentioned above. Tuning is in 10Hz
steps at 2kHz per revolution or 20Hz steps
at 4kHz per revolution on SSB / CW, which
is rather slow and tedious with the small
25mm diameter knob and so the �Select�
control which tunes in 1, 2.5 or 5kHz steps
is used for coarse navigation. This also
provides 1MHz stepping for large frequency
excursions. AM or FM tuning is normally
achieved via the �Select� control with a se-
lection of separate mode-dependent step
sizes, although rotary control tuning at
10 times the SSB rates can be selected for
this purpose.

Despite its compact size, the FT-817
provides comprehensive memory features.
200 regular memories are included which
may be partitioned into 10 groups of 20
channels and each channel may have an
eight-character alphanumeric label attached
for easy identification. A one-touch quick

Under the top cover of the FT-817.
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The display can be set to blue or amber

Complementary to the DCS system is the
ARTS (Auto Range Transponder System)
also fitted. This uses DCS signalling to
inform when you and another ARTS-
equipped station are within communica-
tions range.

Several scanning-related features are pro-
vided. Scanning can be initiated in VFO
mode, up or down from any start frequency
or between programmed limits with user-
programmable pause / resume status. In
memory mode, memory channels can be
scanned sequentially up or down and chan-
nels can be selected for skipping. Dual
Watch allows VFO-B to be checked every
5s whilst using VFO-A for normal communi-
cation purposes. In a similar way, Priority
Channel Checking lets you operate on a
memory channel while checking memory
channel 1 every 5s. Smart Search is a
useful feature when travelling in a new area
and functions on AM and FM. A scan is
initiated in VFO mode and the first 50 active
channels are loaded into special memory.

The FT-817 also includes a spectrum
scope monitor which monitors activity five
channels on either side of the receive fre-
quency and displays relative signal strength
as a bargraph on the LCD. Normal receiver
operation is disabled whilst the spectrum
monitor is functioning. Although operational
on all modes, the result is only really mean-
ingful for monitoring FM channels. The IF
bandwidth for the spectrum scan is set to
the FM bandwidth and channels are scanned
according to the step size set for the �Select�
channel stepper. This step size needs to be
set appropriately to get the desired result,
normally the operational channel step size.

MEASUREMENTS
MEASUREMENTS MADE on the review ra-
dio are summarised in the tables on page
45. The current consumption on receive
measured some 300 - 380mA depending on
band and the receive audio level with an
additional 30mA for the LCD backlight. On
transmit, the current consumption was 2A
at 5W output reducing to 0.5A at 0.5W
output. The current consumption at 9.6V
and 13.8V is similar. This gives around 2 - 3
hours maximum usage on receive-only be-
tween battery charges, reducing of course
according to the amount of transmit time.
When charging the internal batteries, the
external current consumption rises by about

170mA, the battery charge current, and
takes about 6 - 8 hours to charge

the battery fully. Note that when
switched off, the radio still draws
25mA from an external 13.8V
supply.

The overall receive perform-
ance was very creditable con-
sidering the size and nature of

the radio. Significantly better than

memory store allows one frequency to be
rapidly stored and recalled and a separate
home channel for each of the four band-
groups may be selected at the push of a
button.

The radio includes a number of power-
saving features. Auto power-off will auto-
matically turn off the radio if there has been
no control activity for a period (1 - 6h) and the
transmit time can be limited (1 - 20min). The
display backlighting can be turned on or off
or set to auto (default) where the backlighting
is on for only 5s after any key presses. The
backlighting colour can be set to blue or
amber, I preferred amber in most situations.
The LCD indicates frequency to 10Hz reso-
lution, memory channels or labels, mode
and VFO status and a number of small
icons. The battery voltage can be perma-
nently displayed and there is a bargraph
type S-meter which indicates power, SWR,
ALC level or modulation on transmit. One of
the menu settings shows DSP as a label for
one of the buttons. Don�t be misled, this
selects double display height for clearer
frequency indication: the radio is not fitted
with Digital Signal Processing.

MAINLY HF FEATURES
TWIN VFOs are incorporated each with
separate band stores. These can be used
separately for CW and SSB segments or
used together for split frequency operation.
A clarifier (receiver incremental tuning) cov-
ers �10kHz and functions on receive only, IF
shift helps in reducing adjacent channel
interference and an IF noise blanker is in-
cluded for reduction of ignition and other
impulse noise. The radio is provided with a
2.4kHz ceramic IF filter for SSB and CW
modes but space is provided to install a 10-
pole Collins mechanical filter, either a 500Hz
filter for CW and digital modes or a 2.3kHz
filter with improved shape factor for SSB.

Other receive features include fast / slow
AGC, RF gain control / squelch and variable
CW pitch over the range 300 - 1000Hz. For
strong signal situations, the receive preamp
may be switched out (IPO) and a 10dB
attenuator may also be switched in. On 2m
and 70cm the receive preamp is perma-
nently in circuit.

VOX is provided, functioning on all voice
modes, but there is no speech processor. A
semi break-in system is included for CW
with recovery delay times separately adjust-
able for CW and VOX. Although not spe-
cifically designed for full break-in,
the minimum recovery delay
time of 10ms effectively emu-
lates QSK operation. A built-in
CW electronic keyer is ad-
justable in speed over the
range 4 - 60WPM and has
adjustable dot:dash weighting
but does not include any memo-

ries or contest-related features. For occa-
sional or emergency use it is possible to
assign the up / down keys on the micro-
phone for generation of dots and dashes.

The FT-817 is well equipped with facilities
to handle digital and packet modes. Audio
input levels are separately adjustable for
each data mode as are display and passband
offsets. As well as the predefined modes of
PSK31, RTTY and Packet, two user-defin-
able modes (USB and LSB) are also in-
cluded. These can be used for SSTV or a
future new digital mode. The FT-817 with a
small laptop PC makes an effective and
very lightweight station for PSK31 given the
excellent low-power performance of that
mode.

MAINLY VHF / UHF FEATURES
THE FT-817 includes all the features which
are available on a modern FM hand portable.
Both wide and narrow FM modes are pro-
vided, covering 25 / 12.5kHz channelling on
VHF / UHF or 10kHz on 29 / 50MHz. Both the
receiver bandwidth and transmitter devia-
tion levels are set appropriately.

For repeater operation, the shift is sepa-
rately programmable on 10m, 6m, 2m and
70cm and can be automatically selected
according to the bandplan in use in the
relevant region on 2m and 70cm. The trans-
mit and receive frequencies can be reversed
by a single key press to check for activity on
a repeater input channel. Both a 1750Hz
tone burst and a CTCSS tone encoder are
provided for repeater access and a CTCSS
decoder provides Tone Search to detect
and store the CTCSS tone transmitted by a
received station or repeater.

A Digital Code Squelch (DCS) system is
also built-in. This uses one of 104 selectable
codes to implement a squelch controlled
link and is more robust and less prone to
false triggering than CTCSS. A Code Search
feature allows the DCS code transmitted by
a received station to be detected and stored.

FT-817 rear panel connectors.

41 FT-817 0601.p65 30/04/2001, 16:4942



43♦

most other QRP radios available
and comparable with many much
bigger transceivers. The sensitivity
was entirely adequate on all bands
and generally well maintained out-
side the amateur bands except at
LF. Below 1MHz the sensitivity re-
duced markedly with lowering fre-
quency, yielding 5�V at 200kHz and
50�V at 136kHz. The S-meter range
was significantly compressed,
similar to most FM receivers rather
than SSB receivers, and the AGC
recovery set rather too fast. This
was very noticeable in listening
tests. The slow recovery setting
was similar to the fast setting in
most other radios. The image and
IF rejection was quite respectable
(70 - 100dB) with second image
around 55dB. The strong signal
performance measured up very well for a
portable, the overall selectivity and adjacent
channel results are shown in Fig 1 .

On transmit the various power levels were
close to specification but there was a ten-
dency for the power output levels to drop
substantially when hot, with 5W reducing to
3W or less in some cases. SSB distortion
levels were quite reasonable and CW key-
ing was low distortion with no difference
between semi break-in and �quasi� full break-
in. The rise time was well rounded but the fall
time was a little sharp. Transmit / receive
switching times showed a somewhat longer
than average time for the receiver to recover
and reach full sensitivity (36ms).

ON THE AIR
THE RECEIVER in the FT-817 really per-
formed very well. In tests on my home
station antennas, there were very few sig-
nals which couldn�t be copied as well on the
FT-817 as on my FT-1000MP. On the low
bands with large antennas the preamp
needed to be switched out (IPO) in most
cases to avoid overload, but rarely was it
necessary to switch in the attenuator. The
receive audio was fairly �toppy�, but good
communications quality and with plenty of
punch. I used the AGC slow setting on all
modes, in the fast setting background noise
would return to full level between Morse
characters and speech symbols in a dis-
concerting way. Surprisingly the S-meter
decay was much slower to respond. The
filters were good and the narrow CW filter
well recommended. Broadcast AM and
wideband FM both gave excellent results
and quality. The transmit audio was clear
and punchy and good quality and the CW
break-in system was effective. I worked a
number of DX stations with remarkable ease.

For table-top use the radio is best propped
to angle the front panel for convenient ac-
cess. I found the rotary tuning knob too small

for easy use and the finger detent ineffective
for adult fingers, but this is the price which
must be paid for a radio of this compact
size. Also I found the tuning knob very easy
to knock and move frequency, but there is a
lock button to prevent this. The control ergo-
nomics for most functions are quite cleverly
arranged and easily mastered after a brief
learning period. I would have preferred the

button legends to be displayed continuously,
they share the same display area as the S-
meter and revert back to the S-meter dis-
play a second or so after each key press.
Although there is a low battery icon, it is not
very attention-grabbing. When the battery
voltage drops, there reaches a point when
the radio just switches off with no prior
warning.

CONCLUSIONS
THE FT-817 IS a remarkable little radio with
a performance and feature set which
matches many of its bigger brothers. It really
is a radio you can take anywhere and there
is nothing else similar to compare it with. It
has a list price of �799 inc VAT, but deals are
available by shopping around.

Thanks to Yaesu (UK) for the loan of the
model reviewed.

ANTENNA APPENDIX
WATERS & STANTON market a range of
base-loaded telescopic whip antennas in-
tended for use with the FT-817 and these
plug into the front panel BNC connector
(see photo at top of p45). Each comprises a
4ft telescopic whip section in conjunction
with a loading inductor moulded into the
base. The AT series are monoband anten-
nas with separate models covering all bands
from 80m to 70cm. Fully extended the length
is 1.4m collapsing to about 26cm. The ATX-
Walkabout is a novel multiband antenna
with a tapped loading inductor and a jumper
lead which shorts out various sections of
the inductor. This single antenna is adjust-
able on all bands from 80m to 6m, 1.65m
fully extended and only 32cm dismantled.

The antennas are tuned by adjusting the
length of the telescopic section whilst ob-
serving the VSWR display on the FT-817.
As the antennas are very short compared
with the operating wavelength, the band-
width is quite narrow and tuning is fairly
sharp, particularly on the lower frequency
bands. A ground plane wire or earth lead
must be connected to the ground terminal
on the back of the radio to obtain any reason-
able performance on receive and is a must
on transmit. As these are fairly rigid anten-
nas, care should be taken to avoid any
knocks which may damage the BNC socket.
However, the socket is is quite strong as it is
mounted on a metal sub panel and not
directly on to a PCB as is the case with
some radios. �Rubber duck� VHF antennas,
being flexible, present less strain on the
antenna socket.

The antennas certainly work and I found
them quite effective particularly on receive
for monitoring band activity. The AT-xx
monoband antennas are priced between
�39.95 and �9.95 depending on band with
most of the HF range at �24.95. The ATX
Walkabout is priced at �69.95.                      ♦The FT-817 with supplied YHA-63 antenna.

45

Fig 1: FT-817 measured overall selectivity.
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YAESU FT-817 MEASURED
PERFORMANCE

RECEIVER MEASUREMENTS

SENSITIVITY SSB 10dBs+n:n                       INPUT FOR S9
FREQ   PREAMP IN           IPO                  PREAMP IN  IPO
1.8MHz 0.32�V (-117dBm) 1.0�V (-107dBm) 28�V 110�V
3.5MHz 0.28�V (-118dBm) 0.8�V (-109dBm) 32�V 110�V
7MHz 0.25�V (-119dBm) 0.7�V (-110dBm) 28�V 100�V
10MHz 0.22�V (-120dBm) 0.63�V (-111dBm) 25�V 90�V
14MHz 0.22�V (-120dBm) 0.56�V (-112dBm) 20�V 60�V
18MHz 0.20�V (-121dBm) 0.56�V (-112dBm) 18�V 70�V
21MHz 0.22�V (-120dBm) 0.63�V (-111dBm) 20�V 70�V
24MHz 0.20�V (-121dBm) 0.63�V (-111dBm) 20�V 70�V
28MHz 0.20�V (-121dBm) 0.56�V (-112dBm) 20�V 70�V
50MHz 0.13�V (-125dBm) 0.35�V (-116dBm) 14�V 60�V
144MHz 0.13�V (-125dBm)                - 13�V    -
432MHz 0.13�V (-125dBm)                - 13�V    -

S-READING INPUT LEVEL SSB
(7MHz) PREAMP IN  IPO
S1 2.8�V 10�V
S3 3.2�V 11�V
S5 4�V 14�V
S7 5�V 18�V
S9 28�V 100�V
S9+ 70�V 250�V

MODE            IF BANDWIDTH
-6dB -50dB -60dB

SSB, CW 2400Hz 3520Hz 4870Hz
CW(N) 555Hz 1640Hz 2375Hz
AM 7590Hz 12.7kHz 14kHz
FM 15.3kHz 24.3kHz 25.3kHz
FM(N) 10.4kHz 16.2kHz 16.6kHz

INTERMODULATION (50kHz Tone Spacing)
PREAMP IN                  IPO

3rd order 2 tone 3rd order 2 tone
Freq intercept dynamic range intercept dynamic range
1.8MHz +4.5dBm 88dB +2.5dBm 80dB
3.5MHz +4dBm 88dB +9dBm 85dB
7MHz +5dBm 89dB +16dBm 91dB
14MHz +8dBm 92dB +18dBm 93dB
21MHz +10.5dBm 94dB +20dBm 94dB
28MHz +9.5dBm 94dB +25dBm 98dB
50MHz -1dBm 89dB +13dBm 93dB
144MHz -12dBm 82dB       -    -
432MHz -6.5dBm 86dB       -    -

CLOSE-IN INTERMODULATION ON 7MHz BAND
     PREAMP IN                IPO
3rd order 2 tone 3rd order 2 tone

Spacing intercept dynamic range intercept dynamic range
3kHz -32dBm 65dB -21dBm 66dB
5kHz -29dBm 67dB -18dBm 68dB
7kHz -26dBm 69dB -15dBm 70dB
10kHz -22dBm 72dB -10dBm 73dB
15kHz -14dBm 77dB -3dBm 78dB
20kHz -8dBm 81dB +3dBm 82dB
30kHz +3dBm 88dB +14.5dBm 90dB
40kHz +5dBm 89dB +16dBm 91dB
50kHz +5dBm 89dB +16dBm 91dB RECIPROCAL

FREQUENCY MIXING FOR BLOCKING BLOCKING
OFFSET 3dB NOISE PREAMP IN     IPO
3kHz 69dB -45dBm -32dBm
5kHz 76dB -44dBm -31dBm
10kHz 85dB -43dBm -29dBm
15kHz 88dB -39dBm -25dBm
20kHz 91dB -35dBm -22dBm
30kHz 96dB -30dBm -16dBm
50kHz 101dB -18dBm -6dBm
100kHz 104dB -18dBm -6dBm
200kHz 101dB -18dBm -6dBm

Carrier suppression: 60dB
Sideband suppression: >60dB @ 1kHz
FM deviation: 4.3kHz (wide) 2.0kHz (narrow)
SSB T/R switch speed: mute-TX 20ms, TX-mute 6ms, mute-RX 36ms, RX-mute 1ms FT-817 with supplied accessories.

NOTE: All signal input voltages given as PD across antenna terminal.  Unless stated
otherwise, all measurements made on SSB with the receiver preamp switched in.

FT-817 with ATX-Walkabout and
AT single-bander antennas.

TRANSMITTER MEASUREMENTSCW SSB(PEP)     INTERMODULATION
POWER POWER              PRODUCTS

FREQUENCY OUTPUT OUTPUT   HARMONICS 3rd order 5th order
1.8MHz 5.1W 5.4W -55dB -32 (-26)dB -41 (-35)dB
3.5MHz 5.4W 5.7W -66dB -31 (-25)dB -43 (-37)dB
7MHz 5.3W 5.5W -75dB -31 (-25)dB -42 (-36)dB
10MHz 5.2W 5.4W -56dB -30 (-24)dB -43 (-37)dB
14MHz 4.9W 5.2W -62dB -31 (-25)dB -42 (-36)dB
18MHz 4.9W 5.2W -60dB -30 (-24)dB -42 (-36)dB
21MHz 4.9W 5.2W -65dB -29 (-23)dB -42 (-36)dB
24MHz 5.0W 5.2W -67dB -28 (-22)dB -41 (-35)dB
28MHz 5.0W 5.3W -62dB -28 (-22)dB -41 (-35)dB
50MHz 4.9W 5.2W -68dB -28 (-22)dB -42 (-36)dB
144MHz 4.8W 5.0W -65dB -25 (-19)dB -37 (-31)dB
432MHz 4.4W 4.6W -63dB -26 (-20)dB -37 (-31)dB
Two-tone transmitter intermodulation product levels are quoted with respect to
PEP, figures in brackets are with respect to either tone.

AM sensitivity (28MHz): 1.1�V for 10dBs+n:n at 30% mod depth
FM sensitivity (144MHz): 0.18�V for 12dB SINAD 3kHz pk deviation
AGC threshold: 2.2�V
100dB above AGC threshold for +1.5dB audio output
AGC attack time: 3 - 10ms
AGC decay time: 20ms (fast), 200ms (slow)
Max audio before clipping: 8Ω - 1.0W, 4Ω - 1.7W at 2% distortion
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www.rsgb.org/shop or Tel 0870 904 7373

NEW

G3XDV
Mr A N Other

The Radio Society of Great Britain produces some of the best
works on antennas and this is a collection of that work from
the last ten years. This book contains 288 pages of articles
drawn from the Radcom magazine and includes:

In fact everything you
need to know about an-
tennas and how to get
the best out of them.

50 HF antennas, 14
VHF/UHF/SHF anten-
nas, 3 receiv-    ing
antennas, 6 articles on
masts and supports, 9
articles on tuning and
measuring, 4 on an-
tenna construction, 5
on design and theory,
and 9 Peter Hart an-
tenna reviews.

The G-QRP Club are renowned as the leaders in Low Power and
this book contains 133 of the very best projects from the
Club’s magazine Sprat. This book is 320 pages of the original

material, brought together
in a handy A5 book.

Choose from dozens of
simple transmitter and re-
ceiver projects for the HF
bands and 6m, including
the tiny Oner transmitter
and the White Rose Re-
ceiver. Sample the many
VFOs, tuners, accessories
and antennas on offer.
Learn from the construc-
tion techniques of experi-
enced constructors.

Ideal for the experimenter
or someone who likes the
fun of building and oper-
ating their own radio equip-
ment .

(non-members) £12.99 (non-members) £18.99

A4 publication

Every band from
73kHz to 2.3GHz

Beams, wire antennas,
verticals, loops, mo-
bile whips and the
G2AJV Toroid

A5 publication
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CHAPTER TITLES:
• Introduction
• Radiation - wanted and unwanted
• Good radio housekeeping
• The EMC detective
• Breakthrough
• Transmitter problems
• Interference to amateur reception
• The social side
• Some specific EMC problems

A P P E N D I C E S :
• Protective multiple earthing (PME)
• Lightning
• Characteristics of filters and ferrites
• Notes on the European EMC standards
• Good television and radio reception
• Radio frequency interference from computers
• Useful data

£19.99 (non-members)

www.rsgb.org/shop
Tel: 0870 904 7373

www.rsgb.org/shop
Tel: 0870 904 7373

+p&p
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BOB TREACHER, BRS32525
93 Elibank Road, Eltham, SE9 1QJ.
E-Mail: brs32525@compuserve.com

IT WAS GOOD to meet a few
SWLs at the Society�s Spring
Show at Bletchley this year. I

made the trip by train with Simon,
RS177448, and Clare,
RS102891, mainly to attend the
UK Six Metre Group AGM and to
hear the OX2K DXpedition talk.
Between these events there was
plenty of time to trawl the many
stands for a bargain and meet
and greet people.

Seeing SWLs at the show
has led me to believe that there
might be SWL volunteers to man
the SWL stand at this year�s
RSGB HF Convention on 13 / 14
October. Mick, BRS31976, and
I are likely to be elsewhere dur-
ing this year�s event. October is
not that far off, so give some
thought to your availability over
the HF Convention weekend and
let me know by e-mail if you
might be available to man the
stand for a part of the weekend.

CRAY VALLEY SWL
CONTEST
THE CRAY VALLEY Radio So-
ciety was delighted to be asked
to take over the organisation and
running of the LF bands contest
that has run for over 20 years.
The club was pleased to receive
nine logs from six DXCC coun-
tries (EA, G, GM, GW, OE and
PA0). The results are shown in
Table 1 .

Band conditions were not very
good with a high noise level until
the final hours of the contest.
There were four categories.

Congratulations to Arthur Miller,
GW-5218, who took the contest
very seriously. He logged 391
stations, found 127 multipliers
and posted a score of 123,000
points. Philip Davies, RS95258,
was second with a score of
38,000. Bill McConachie,
BRS88921, won the CW cat-
egory.  He heard 740 stations
and heard 132 multipliers for a
score of 209,000 points. The
London SWL Contest team,
RS178500, submitted a log for
the SSB multi-operator section.
They logged 255 stations and
found 90 multipliers for a score
of 45,000.

It was interesting to see how
listeners tackled the contest, but
most spent a lot of time on
3.5MHz - Bill McConachie
amassed 777 points, Arthur
Miller claimed 606, and Philip
Davies scored 430 points. All
three listeners logged over 40
multipliers on 3.5MHz: Arthur 57,
Philip 46 and Bill 41. Best DX
was on CW, where Bill heard
A52GJ, VQ9QM and ZB2/
K4ZLE. On SSB, best DX was
HJ3JSF, HL3IUA, HP1XVH,
JO1DZA, VK3DZM, VK4WW,
VP5/K4ISV, VU2WAP, ZL1ANJ
(both long and short path),
ZL3FOX and ZL3RE.

The club awarded certificates
to Arthur Miller, GW-5218; Philip
Davies, RS95258; Ruud Ivens,

NL-290; Moises Martinez
Castano, EA-1871-URE; Ewald
Bartunek, OE1-0140; The Lon-
don SWL Contest team,
RS178500, and Bill McConachie,
BRS88921.

There are some rule changes
for the 2002 contest. The rules
and a full write-up of the contest
are on the Cray Valley Radio
Society�s website (see below).

AROUND THE BANDS
GOOD TO HAVE some DX
news from David Whitaker,
BRS25429, this month. He
switched on the receiver one
day in March to check on auroral
conditions on 50MHz and, with
the beam pointing north-east,
heard ZS6WB at 57. Turning the
antenna to the south, Hal only
came up another S-point. There
were other ZSs on the band, but
they were mostly unreadable.
On HF David caught up with
3D2AG/P (Rotuma) on 28MHz,
VK9EHH on 21MHz and ZK1JD
on 14MHz. The only new one in
March was FJ5DX on 24MHz.
David fared particularly well on
50MHz on 31 March. From
IO93FX he heard the tail-end of
an early morning aurora: from
0757 - 0820UTC he heard sig-
nals from JO31, JO33, JO41,
JO43, JO10, JN38, JN49, IO67,
IO75 and IO88. Best DX was
SP4MPB in KO03 square. I felt
that most of the continental sta-
tions he heard were �Es as-
sisted�. He caught another au-
rora from 1613 - 1708UTC. He
heard EI4IX in IO53, EI3EBB in
IO51 and EI3IO in IO63, MI0AYR
in IO64 and MI1BSK and GI6IXD

in IO74 squares. He also heard
GW3EJR in IO72, GM7PBB in
IO68, MM0CDW in IO75,
GM0EFT in IO86. Europeans
heard were F1DVO and F5IL in
JN09, F6HRP in IN88, OZ1DPR
in JO45 and LA9VFA in JO28.

The main HF news this month
comes from Robert Small,
BRS8841. As April dawned, the
bands had been badly affected
by solar disturbances and a cou-
ple of big solar flares. Robert
reported that the only DX of note
heard on the LF bands was 5U3T
on 7MHz CW. MJ/K8PT pro-
vided a new one on 10MHz and
VP8SGK (South Georgia) was
logged on 14MHz CW on CW.
18MHz gave Robert a new one
in the shape of ZK1CG from the
South Cooks on SSB. He was
also pleased to log JW/DL3NRV,
VP6CW and 3G0Y (Easter Is-
land). Conditions on 21MHz
seem to have been a little better
and he logged HI9/DJ7ZG,
EP3SMH, YC6LYS/P (OC-245),
HR6SI (Swan Is), 3V8CB, CC4A,
UE1RCV/1 (EU-188) and AP2IA.

Simon, RS177448, reported
two further contest certificates,
from the 2000 Holyland and SP
DX contests. His best DX of the
period can be taken from these:
FM/IV3JVJ, ZD8K, 3V8DJ,
9M6BAA, 3W2KF and PJ6/
PA3GIO/P.

It was good to hear from Colin
McGowan, RS93781, for the first
time. Colin does his listening
from Stirlingshire in Scotland.
He has been an SWL for 12
years and has 312 DXCC enti-
ties heard. He uses an FRG-
7700 into a 75ft long wire with an
ATU. He confirmed Robert�s
view of the bands, but felt that
24MHz survived the solar dis-
turbances better. He has heard
a great deal of DX recently; his
list is far too long to publish here,
but notable loggings are A35DX,
EP3SMH, FW5ZL, 3B8FR and
3Y0C.

Colin asked about deadlines
for this column. I�m pleased to
hear from any SWL or anyone
else with news of interest to
SWLs by about the 4th of each
month, either by post or e-mail.♦

WWW.WWW.WWW.WWW.WWW.
Cray Valley Radio Society:
www.cvrs.org
RSGB:  www.rsgb.org

Table 1: Results of the Cray Valley
Radio Society SWL Contest.

SWL QSO Mults Score
Single Operator, SSB

1 GW-5218 391 127 123,317
2 RS95258 178 73 38,398
3 NL-290 172 81 29,079
4 EA-1871-URE 191 61 12,749
5 OE1-0140 31 15 495
6 RS102891 23 7 322

Multi Operator, SSB
1 RS178500 255 90 45,090

Single Operator, CW
1 BRS88921 740 132 209,880

Check log: BRS25429

Certificates have been sent out to the winners of the Cray Valley Radio
Society’s SWL contest.
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The LF
Experimenters

Handbook
Low power radio

techniques below
200kHz.

ONLY £16.14

Technical
Topics

Scrapbook
1990-94

ONLY £11.89

Packet: Speed,
more Speed

Packed with State
of the Art articles.

ONLY £10.19

Technical
Topics Scrap-
book 1985-89

Collection of
articles byPat
Hawker, G3VA.

ONLY £8.49

PMR
Conversion
Handbook

Choosing & buying
PMR sets.

ONLY £15.29

Solid State
Design

Full of info on
Amateur Radio
circuit design.

ONLY £11.04

W1FB’s
Design

Notebook
Practical circuits

for experimenters.

ONLY £16.14

HF Digital
Handbook

Valuable reference
information.

ONLY £11.04

Introduction to
RF Design
Fundamental

methods of RF
design.

ONLY £25.49

Technical
Topics

Scrapbook
1995-99

ONLY £12.74

Your Guide to
Propagation
Covers many

modes of
frequencies.

ONLY £8.49

Guide to
VHF/UHF

Get the most from
your VHF station.

ONLY £7.64

Radio Data
Reference

Book
Essential

reference data.

ONLY £12.74

APRS Tracks,
Maps & Mobiles

A guide to the
Automatic Position
Reporting System.

ONLY £11.04

Backyard
Antennas

Achieve very high
performance from
compact antennas

ONLY £16.14

Radio
Communication

Handbook
Invaluable

reference for
radio amateurs.

ONLY £25.49

The RSGB
Guide to EMC

Avoid EMC
problems.

ONLY £16.99

Hints & Kinks
15th Edition

100s of good
ideas, projects
and techniques.

ONLY £9.34

The Best of the
New Ham

Companion
All the Ham

information you
will ever need.

ONLY £8.49

Low Power
Communica-

tion
Lowdown on

lowpower
operating.

ONLY £11.04
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VHF Antennas and Amplifiers ROTATORS, FILTERS, ETC.

New! - ACOM 1000 HF+6m Amplifier
Up to 1kW o/p - 160-6m
inc WARC
Matches up to 3:1
SWR loads
Easy-Tune aid
Fully protected
LCD Display inc PEP
metering
Mil-spec quality
2-year warranty

�
�
�
�
�
�
�

HF Antennas - Additions to our range

NOTICE TO READERS

Although the staff of RadCom  take reasonable pre-
cautions to protect the interests of readers by en-
suring as far as practicable that advertisements in
our pages are bona fide, the magazine and its pub-
lisher, The Radio Society of Great Britain, cannot
accept any undertaking in respect of claims made
by advertisers whether these advertisements are
printed as part of the magazine, or are in the form
of inserts.

The publishers make no representation, express or
implied, that equipment advertised conforms with any
legal requirements of the Electro Magnetic
Compatiblility Regulations 1992. Readers should note
that prices advertised may not be accurate due to
currency exchange rate fluctuations, or tax changes.

While the publishers will give whatever assistance
they can to readers having complaints, under no cir-
cumstances will the magazine accept liability for non-
receipt of goods ordered, late delivery, or faults in
manufacture. Legal remedies are available in respect
of some of these circumstances, and readers who
have complaints should address them to the adver-
tiser or should consult a local Trading Standards
Office, or a Citizens   Advice Bureau, or their own
solicitor.

Readers are also reminded that the use of radio
transmission and reception equipment (including
scanning) is subject to licencing and the erection of
external aerials may be subject to local authority
planning regulations.
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